April 12, 2018

New research Centre to fight food waste
A new $133 million 10 year research centre will target food waste to improve the future
sustainability and profitability of the Australian food industry.
Food waste is a global issue with losses valued at $1.3 trillion per annum. Food waste costs Australia
$20 billion each and every year and is directly affecting Australia’s reputation as a clean, green food
producer.
The Fight Food Waste Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), announced today as a successful Round
19 CRC bid, will be a game-changer in tackling the growing international problem of food waste.
The CRC will take a triple-bottom line approach to reduce and transform food waste to improve
industry profitability, tackle food insecurity and enhance Australia’s reputation as a sustainable
producer of premium food products.
The Fight Food Waste CRC will:
- REDUCE food waste throughout the value chain
- TRANSFORM unavoidable waste into innovative high-value products
- ENGAGE with industry and consumers to deliver behavioural change.
The CRC involves 57 participants from around Australia and overseas who collectively raised $103
million that will be matched with $30 million from the CRC Programme.
The bid was led by a committee of industry participants with coordination by the Department of
Primary Industries and Regions South Australia (PIRSA). The CRC will be head-quartered at the
University of Adelaide’s Waite Campus, the largest concentration of agriculture, food and wine
research expertise in the southern hemisphere.
The Inaugural Chair of the new CRC is Mr John Webster, previously General Manager of Meat &
Livestock Australia, Managing Director of Horticulture Australia Ltd and CEO of Foodbank Australia.
The interim CEO is Dr Steven Lapidge, the bid leader and the Director of Food Safety & Innovation at
the South Australian Research & Development Institute, PIRSA.
Nodes of the new CRC will be based in Melbourne at RMIT University (Reduce Program), Brisbane at
the University of Queensland (Transform Program), and Sydney at the Central Queensland University
campus (Engage Program).
Central Coast Industry Connect is a core participant in the new CRC and will be directly involved in
disseminating learnings of projects from around Australia. This will be a great benefit to our local
companies, big and small and our agricultural Businesses.

Contact- Dr Steven Lapidge, Interim CEO (steven.lapidge@sa.gov.au; 0401 990 367)
- Mr John Webster, Inaugural Chair (jpwebster@hotmail.com; 0408 680 788)

Fight Food Waste CRC Interim CEO Dr Steven Lapidge said
“We’re thrilled the Fight Food Waste Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) bid was successful, and our
team is looking forward to formally commencing the CRC operations on 1 July 2018.
The new CRC bid brings together industry, government and research bodies to tackle the growing
international problem of food waste, which is at the heart of future industry sustainability”
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